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To find faults with the virtuous is like courting
death. Touse harsh words or to denounce them s
likekilling Laksmi. The following three habits are
inimical to learning: No desire to pay heed to the
teacher orbe athis service; restlessness and self-
praise.
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Think ofthemightykingswhoattheendof their
gloriousreins, leavingbehind theirkingdomsand the
ultimate in luxury they had enjoyed, surrendered to

Yamaraja. Their treasuries were full. They were
powerful kings. Yetthey could notescape death.
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Rajan! When a son brought up with loving
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[What is Death?]

care and effort dies, we take his body out of the
home. We moan grievously, And, later like alog of
wood we mounthis body onto apier into the flames.
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Others enjoy the wealth of the deceased.
The birds pick at his bones or the fire devours it.
Only the good deeds or the evil ones travel with
him to the other world.
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Brother! As the birds desert a tree that does
not bear fruit or flowers, a dead body is left to
burn on the pyre by his sons, his kinsmen and
other near and dear ones.
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The dead person who is left to burn carries
nothing but his good or bad deeds to the other
world. Therefore, a human being ought to gradu-
ally pile up the fruit of rightful activities.
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